  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 30th March 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

23rd March 2009




      

S M Foster










Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy

4.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
5. (a) To nominate Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2009/2010
    (b) To nominate Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year    2009/2010

6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)

7.  Mayoral Communications    (see list attached)
8.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+* (a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 16th February 2009.
+* (b) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 2nd March 2009.
+* (c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 
     9th March 2009.
+ *(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th March 2009.  
+ (e) Meeting of the Tourist Information Centre Management Sub-Committee held on Monday 16th March 2009
+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  Reports from representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
10.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)
11. Internal Audit Controls

To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

12.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
*13. Allotment Land

To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)
14.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (1, 8 and 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20/3/09

23/09


	09/00460/FULL

Mr K Lynch

4 Pyms Way

Sandy

SG19 1DD
	Full application for single storey side/rear extension at 4 Pyms Way, Sandy,Beds.

Near neighbours 2,6,17,19 and 21 Pyms Way, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

30/3/09


	

	20/3/09

24/09


	08/01968/FULL

Twigden Homes Ltd

Lysander House

Tempsford

Sandy

SG19 2BD


	Full application for variation of condition 11 attached to planning approval 87/01821/OUT (Application for residential development including construction of A1/Sunderland Road Link Road dated 17/11/1993), to remove the requirement to provide facilities for more general sports use.  Provision of play areas, car park and landscaping for the site at the Playing Field off Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Maple Tree Lower School, 2 - 38  Merlin Drive, 12 & 17 Kingfisher Close, 20,21,27 The Finches,       4 - 14 Osprey Close, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

30/3/09
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7.  Mayoral Communications
19.2.09
With the Mayoress, met with the Reverend Derwyn Williams 


to start planning the Civic Service.


20.2.09 
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of


Mid Beds District Council’s final Reception at Priory House,


Chicksands.  A number of Sandy’s District Councillors were 


also present and previous District Councillor Mrs P Sherwood-


King.
21.2.09        Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Ely’s Civic Ball.

24.2.09 Presented, with District Councillor Mrs Anita Lewis, a number 


Of Bronze Arts Awards to Students at Sandy Upper School.


These were achieved during a partly sponsored event (by


Town Council) last year.

24.2.09 With the Mayoresss, attended the Mayor of Luton’s Charity


Cavery Dinner at the Old Moat House.

1.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton


Linslade’s Civic Service at the Conservative Club.

3.3.09 With Councillor Mrs S Sutton, attended the Sandy Summer


Festival Committee at the Conservative Club.

6.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Peterborough’s


Charity Ball at the Marriott Hotel.

7.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and other


Councillors and partners, officiated at the unveiling of the


Downing Court Street sign by members of the Downing 


Family in memory of ex-Councillor Richard Downing.

8.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Biggleswade’s

Civic Lunch at Shortmead House.
10.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the “Welcome Home” 


Parade of the Royal Anglian Regiment in Luton followed by a


Reception in the Thistle Hotel.

10.3.09 With the Clerk, attended the Chairman of Beds County Council ‘farewell; reception at County Hall.
14.3.09 Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Godmanchester’s


Charity Concert in St Mary’s Church.
18.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Kempston’s Schools Concert at the Addison Centre.
20.3.09 With the Clerk, welcomed Dr Fred Hohler of the Public

Catalogue Foundation to the Council Chamber.

23.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s

Charity Chinese Evening.

26.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Stevenage’s Charity Concert at the Gordon Craig Theatre.

27.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of South Beds District

Council’s Charity Ball at Luton Hoo.

28.3.09 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 

Charity Ball at Wood Green.

29.3.09 Supported by the Mayoress and Deputy Mayor, started and 


Took part in the Sandy Ten Race and presented the prizes.
29.3.09 With the Mayoress, attended the Bedfordshire County 


Council’s Thanksgiving Service in St Paul’s Church, Bedford.
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Council meeting – 30.03.09
Recommendations to Council
8.  Minutes and Reports 

(b) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 2nd March 2009.
4.  Employee Handbook (S21/08)
NB.  The Employee Handbook is a very large document of 76 pages – should any member want to see it prior to the meeting they are welcome to view it in the office or it can be e-mailed to them. Both the Policies Sub-committee and Staffing Committee have commented and made changes to it.  The recommended amendments have been made and referred back to the Health and Safety Adviser who is happy with them.
Resolved to recommend: That subject to a number of suggested amendments the Employee Handbook should be adopted by Town Council.
10. Confidential Staff Matters
(S27/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS
MINUTE NO (S27/08)
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”,  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting 
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 9th March 2009.
8. White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

(F72/08)

Resolved to Recommend: That the charge for white lining the football pitch at Bedford Road Recreation ground remain at £13.50 plus vat from April 2009 – March 2010 and that from 2010 the decision on cost forms part of the Estimates process.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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10.  Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 28.02.09 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for February 2009
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)

2. East West Rail Link Consultation
Correspondence has been received regarding the East-West Rail link (copy attached p13) which asks for the answers to five questions. Also attached are plans of the five options for routes east of Bedford.  Three are southern options encompassing Luton and two are central options, routed through Sandy.  The report states that option 1C has the best business case and asks for an explanation if respondents do not choose this option as their preferred route.

Members with e-mail will have received a copy of the full report and those without internet access may see a copy at the Town Council Offices.  Responses must be sent by 31st March 2009.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to respond to the consultation and if so, their responses).
3. Bowls Club Fencing

Under the lease the Town Council holds with the Bowls Club it is responsible for the replacement of fencing.  It has been found that a number of posts are rotten and need replacing.  A quotation (copy attached p15) has been obtained for the replacement of the posts using as much of the existing fencing materials as possible.  A further quotation has been received for the replacement of the fence in its entirety.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to repair or replace the fence and the source of funding for this activity).
4. Robert Peel Lower School Travel Plan

Following the meeting between Cllrs Blaine, Aldis, the Deputy Clerk and Mr Saunders and Ms Warriner representing the school a letter has been received (copy attached p17 -20) detailing the areas that the school governors would like the Town Council to support.
(Members are requested to decide if they would like to write to Highways Department in support of the Robert Peel Travel Plan).
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Council Meeting – 30.03.09
10.  Clerk’s Report


(cont)

5. Applications for Grant Funding

The following applications have been received for grant funding (copies attached):

Biggles FM p 21 - 26– the Town Council gave £300 in May 2008 towards the work of Biggles FM.  The latest application asks for £600.

Sandy Library p27 - 31 – for a number of years the Town Council has supported summer children’s activities at the Library, last year it granted a sum of £250.

Sandy Cricket Club p 33 - 37– an amount of £2,500 out of a cost of £18,500 is requested towards the purchase of a new roller and a permanent sight screen.  Grants for £15,000 have been applied for and the balance is to be found from club funds.
Sandy Bowls Club p39 - 41 – an amount of £1,000 has been requested by Sandy Bowls Club in order to carry out remedial works on the four ends of the Green. The club has been granted £1,000 by mid Beds District Council and has applied for a further £1,000 elsewhere, with the balance of £1,000 - £2,000 coming from club funds.
(Members are requested to decide if they wish to award any grants and if so, how much and the source of funding – should grants be given to Biggles FM and Sandy Library they would have to be given under the Council’s powers granted in section 137 of the Local Govt Act 1974.  There is a sum of £976.79 available in the former Community Liaison Forum funds).
6. Fallowfield Open Space

Following the request from Town Council. Mr David Lamb from Mid beds District Council attended a meeting with members of the Fallowfield Open Space Working Group (Cllrs Pettitt, Aldis and D Sharman were in attendance).
A new planning application has been submitted asking for a variation in the condition requiring a formal play area to be provided by the developer.  Cllr Pettitt asked for an assurance from Mr Lamb that if this variation was allowed this would not preclude any Town Council in the future (provided the space was subsequently adopted by the Town Council) from marking 
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Council Meeting – 30.03.09
10.  Clerk’s Report

(cont)

6. Fallowfield Open Space
out any type of pitch on the land.  Mr Lamb undertook to find out and let the Town Clerk know the answer to this question.

NB: Mr Lamb subsequently wrote: “If the current planning application is approved, and in the future the land is used for a couple of football matches at weekends, it is unlikely that this level of activity would result in 

the need for planning permission. Three or four matches a week may however result in a material change of use requiring planning permission.”
There was some concern that the needs of older children had been overlooked in the latest plan and Mr Lamb undertook to include as a condition the provision of a youth shelter adjoining the basketball area.

Car Parking was thought to be a requirement and Mr Lamb undertook to have the 15 spaces provided in Osprey Close included on the application.

Concern was expressed at the condition of the grass and the need for more drainage on the site because of the underlying clay.  Mr Lamb undertook to get an expert opinion on the surface and include any remedial work needed as a condition of planning permission.

Members were keen to proceed as quickly as possible and Mr Lamb said that he would issue a formal planning consultation letter immediately so that Town Council is able to consider its comments on the plans – see planning applications.
(Members are requested to consider the plans for the Fallowfield Open Space in the light of the comments above).
7. Fun Fair 11th – 17th May
As requested the Clerk has investigated fees charged by other authorities for the use of fairgrounds.  It would appear that a fee of £125 – 150 for operational days plus £75 for non-operational days would not be untoward.  
In addition Council may want to consider asking for a deposit for remedial works to the Pinnacle field should damage occur.  The Clerk is meeting Mr Harris on 26th March and will report verbally to the meeting.

(Members are requested to instruct as to how to proceed and a charge for the use of the facility if necessary).
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Council Meeting – 30.03.09
10.  Clerk’s Report

(cont)

9. Sandy Football Club – request

A request has been received from Sandy Football Club to run an adult 5-a-side football competition at Bedford Road Recreation Ground on Sunday June 21st.  This will replace the children’s competition previously held at this time.  The competition will involve 20 teams and commence at 10.00 am ending at 3.00 pm.

The Club has also requested that the Town Council Groundsmen undertake remedial works on the permanent goalmouths as they did last season.

NB: This item appears here because the next meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee does not take place until 18th May.

(Members are requested to decide if they wish to grant permission for the 5-a-side tournament and also if the groundsmen should be asked to carry out work on the goalmouths (a charge of £100 for this work was levied last year)).
10. Sandy Cricket Club – sight screen

As requested at Planning, Parks and Open Space Committee a drawing of the planned sight screen has been received (Copy attached p43).  Should any Member wish to see an example there is one, made by the same manufacturers at the Potton Cricket Ground.  Mr Reynolds is investigating whether planning permission is needed.
(Members are requested to decide whether or not they would like to grant permission for the sight screen to be erected).
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11. Internal Audit Controls

As delegated by Audit Committee the Town Mayor, Cllr Pettitt and Town Clerk met to consider the Town Council’s Audit Systems and Control Mechanisms 2008/2009.  They considered the following items:
· Audit Controls


(a) Scope of the Internal Audit

Resolved to Recommend: (i) That Town Council adopts the Internal Controls listed at Appendix A (copy attached p47-48) in order to instruct the Internal Auditor as to the scope of the Audit.

(ii) That the Internal Auditors are further informed that if they detect any cases of fraud these should be reported to the Town Clerk or if she/he is involved to the Town Mayor.
   (b)    Independence

Resolved to Recommend: (i) That HW Chartered Accountants who are totally independent of the Town Council and have no other role within it should be reappointed as the Town Council’s Internal Auditors. 

(ii) That the Audit reports should continue to include the areas inspected and the outcome, whether or not any matters for correction had been identified. 
   (c)    Competence

Resolved to Recommend: That Town Council should note that HW Chartered Accountants are fully qualified and competent to undertake the internal Audit and have had previous experience in auditing local councils.

   (d)   Relationships
Resolved to Recommend: That Town Council continues to follow its established procedure with regard to the following:

(i) Officers of the council should be consulted on the content of the audit plan and all concerned should agree this beforehand.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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11. Internal Audit Controls (cont)
(ii) Responsibilities for officers and internal audit should be defined in relation to risk management, internal control and fraud and corruption matters.  These will be set out in job descriptions, policies and auditors’ engagement letter.

(iii) Council has a duty to consider the annual internal audit report and demonstrate that consideration by inclusion in the minutes.  Each item mentioned in the report should be fully addressed.
    (e) Audit Planning and Reporting

Resolved to Recommend: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Internal Auditor, asking that the list of controls at Appendix A be used by them in order to ensure that the recommended items are covered in the course of their two visits each year.


· Statement of Assurance
Resolved to Recommend: That Audit Committee complete a checklist of the assurance needed in order to allow Council to complete the Statement of Assurance with complete confidence.
· Year End Checklist
Resolved to Recommend: That Audit Committee complete a final checklist of items demonstrating the completeness of the Town Council’s annual accounting and reporting cycle.


4

